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Abstract

The oil industry was one of the most important industries in Egypt during the Roman era. Oil makers
expanded the manufacturing of olive oil (élotov) and rapeseed oil (pagpdvivov), which is supported by
what was reported by Strabo and Pliny about the expansion of the oil industry. It is known that the
Ptolemies had a complete monopoly on the oil industry in Egypt, and that it was forbidden for anyone to
own mills, presses, or any type of tools used to extract oil. We find out from the documents that there were
two types of oil factories, one owned by the government and the other owned by citizens. They were often
obligated to pay the tax for practicing the oil industry, just like everyone who practices any industry or
craft. We also see the scarcity of the first type of factories, and the relative abundance of documents for
the second type. Whatever the cause of this disparity, it provides evidence that the Roman administration
in Egypt The oil industry did not have a complete monopoly. The rent for private and public oil presses
was paid by the tenants either in cash or in kind or in cash or in kind. When leasing, tenants and lessors
took into account the efficiency and size of the machines and the area of the presses building to estimate
the rental value. Hence, the rent amounts varied from one press to another. Documents related to oil
presses show that the presses contained the following
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