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Abstract

This research provides a new conception of the Laws of nature according to Philosopher of
Science "Nancy Cartwright" who looked at the laws from a special and different point of view,
As laws in her opinion, are not characterized by permanent truth, nor a comprehensive
application to all events in our world. However, they are limited in their scope of application,
Cartwright offers us a new vision of the world that she calls "Dappled world", which is a world
full of different things of diverse natures. This world is made up of a multiplicity of different
laws, which govern a few phenomena but not all phenomena. This view of the world opposes the
"Fundamentalism View" of the world, which believes that the laws of physics govern all
phenomena that occur in the universe, so everything that happens is directed only by the basic
laws of physics, and thus all events in the universe can be predicted and understood, Cartwright's
opposition to Fundamentalism and her belief in the "Dappled world" was based on the study of
two sciences, physics, and economics, where she found that each of them seeks to account for
almost everything, whether in the natural world or in the social world, The reason for their desire
for laws to account for everything and govern all events may be due to their view of the world as
well-organized and that the sciences are arranged in a hierarchical structure until we reach
physics at the top of the pyramid.
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Abstract

This research provides a new conception of the Laws of nature according to
Philosopher of Science "Nancy Cartwright" who looked at the laws from a
special and different point of view, As laws in her opinion, are not characterized
by permanent truth, nor a comprehensive application to all events in our world.
However, they are limited in their scope of application, Cartwright offers us a
new vision of the world that she calls "Dappled world", which is a world full of
different things of diverse natures. This world is made up of a multiplicity of
different laws, which govern a few phenomena but not all phenomena. This
view of the world opposes the "Fundamentalism View" of the world, which
believes that the laws of physics govern all phenomena that occur in the
universe, so everything that happens is directed only by the basic laws of
physics, and thus all events in the universe can be predicted and understood,
Cartwright's opposition to Fundamentalism and her belief in the "Dappled
world" was based on the study of two sciences, physics, and economics, where
she found that each of them seeks to account for almost everything, whether in
the natural world or in the social world, The reason for their desire for laws to
account for everything and govern all events may be due to their view of the
world as well-organized and that the sciences are arranged in a hierarchical
structure until we reach physics at the top of the pyramid.

Keywords: Laws of nature, Nancy Cartwright, Dappled world,
Fundamentalism.

(2023) 9 sl 3 alaal) Cigay Alaa

215

—
| —


mailto:nazera.abozaid@women.asu.edu.eg
mailto:s_alnoaihi2@yahoo.com
mailto:Fatma.ismail@women.asu.edu.eg

