The Coptic letter Hori as prefix and its different Egyptian

i, ath O, . . . .
/o %“@"’g‘ phonetic values in the ancient Egyptian language
w j g *@)ﬂg PhD. Suzan Emad eldeen Mohamed
f
Sy et i History Department - Faculty Of Women For Arts, Science& Education-

Ain Shams University - Egypt
Drsuzan31@gmail.com

B h-— h Aisha M abdelaal
u ut _ Professor of Egyptology, History Department-Faculty of Women for

Arts, Science & Education -Ain Shams University — Egypt
Aisha_abdelaal@women.asu.edu.eg

Basem Samir El-Sharkawy.

Doctorate in ancient Egyptian, History Department-Lecturer in Centro
culturale francescano, Sezione Di stude copti-Editor - in- chief of JACI-
CCF(Egypt)

basemelsharkawy@gmail.com

Receive Date: 26 March 2023, Revise Date: 25 May 2023

Accept Date: 16 June 2023.

\ DOI: 10.21608/BUHUTH.2023.202170.1482

SN 2730.482. o] VISEN 273548 o ExE
é’% Volume 3 Issue 9 (2023) Pp.33- 48

Journal of Humanities,
Sodial Sciences & Education

A peet reviewed Acodemic Journel

Abstract

The Coptic language, in terms of grammar and pronunciation, is the last written and linguistic
stage in the development of the ancient Egyptian language. There were many Coptic dialects
Sahidic, Bohairic, Akhmimic, Fayyumic, etc.), until it reached thirty-six dialects, which
expressed the tongue of the people of Egypt in its different regions, even if the phonetic value
was written in the letters of the Greek alphabet, whose number is twenty-four letters in addition to
seven letters demotic. In the beginning, the researcher studied the vocabulary of the Berlin
Dictionary, which is the sixth part of the Berlin Dictionary (Wb. VI), containing an index of
Coptic vocabularies and their translation into German, with a reference to their origins. Through
the dictionary, the researcher By extracting the Coptic vocabulary, which contains the Coptic
letter as a prefix, she can make a database, The Coptic Hori letter is considered one of the seven
demotic letters that were added to the Coptic alphabet, where they expressed four phonemic
values in the dictionary of the ancient Egyptian language, which are (h, h, kh, gh), and some
letters overlapping with it in the phonetic connotations, whether the letter shay in the Bohairic
dialect, or the letter khay in the Akhmimic dialect.

Keywords: Ancient Egyptian literature, ancient Egyptian language, ancient Egyptian history, ancient
Egyptian civilization.
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Abstract

The Coptic language, in terms of grammar and pronunciation, is the last written
and linguistic stage in the development of the ancient Egyptian language. There
were many Coptic dialects Sahidic, Bohairic, Akhmimic, Fayyumic, etc.), until
it reached thirty-six dialects, which expressed the tongue of the people of Egypt
in its different regions, even if the phonetic value was written in the letters of
the Greek alphabet, whose number is twenty-four letters in addition to seven
letters demotic. In the beginning, the researcher studied the vocabulary of the
Berlin Dictionary, which is the sixth part of the Berlin Dictionary (Wb. VI),
containing an index of Coptic vocabularies and their translation into German,
with a reference to their origins. Through the dictionary, the researcher By
extracting the Coptic vocabulary, which contains the Coptic letter as a prefix,
she can make a database, The Coptic Hori letter is considered one of the seven
demotic letters that were added to the Coptic alphabet, where they expressed
four phonemic values in the dictionary of the ancient Egyptian language, which
are (h, h, kh, gh), and some letters overlapping with it in the phonetic
connotations, whether the letter shay in the Bohairic dialect, or the letter khay in
the Akhmimic dialect. The study showed that the sound of "Ha" is considered
the highest percentage of the sounds of the Coptic letter "Hori", as it got 83%
percent of the total number, of one hundred and sixty-four words. In addition to
the occurrence of an overlap of the sound of "Ha" with the sound of "Sheen" in
ancient Egyptian, the first Egyptian etymology contained the Sh sound, then it
turned into the Kh sound, and this is a feature of the Coptic Saidia, which has
the best hearing of the consonants.

Keywords: Ancient Egyptian literature, ancient Egyptian language, ancient
Egyptian history, ancient Egyptian civilization.
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