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Abstract

This present research tackles with the conditions of Athenian society from the end of the
seventh century until the middle of the sixth century B.C.; the period in which, the class struggle
increased between the poor and wealthy of Athens, who seized the country's goods and
capabilities and monopolized the rule. This consequently led to the spread of a state of popular
discontent and anger in order to achieve social justice and improve the people's economic
conditions; leading in turn to the emergence of a number of attempts at political and economic
reform by Dracon and then by Solon, who is considered the founder of the Oligarchic system of
government during the first half of the sixth century B.C. Solon could also reconcile the rich and
the poor through a set of legislations, which encouraged some people to call him the conciliator
Archon. Because he was capable to calm down the situation between the rich and the poor and
dilute the issue of the disadvantaged classes by enacting a set of laws that we can describe as
being nothing but sedatives and alleviators for the state of the societal anger. Solon soon left
Athens until the people returned with all their segments to what they were in terms of conflict and
rivalry, and they abounded bickering, which contributed to the division of the Athenians into
three warring parties, the first: the Simplex Party, which included the puritans of the aristocracy.
The second: is the Coast party, which included the owners of the middle class of merchants and
craftsmen, and they represented the new rich class. The third: is the Mountain Party, which
included the poor of the public among the patrons.
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ABSTRACT

This present research tackles with the conditions of Athenian society
from the end of the seventh century until the middle of the sixth century B.C.;
the period in which, the class struggle increased between the poor and wealthy
of Athens, who seized the country's goods and capabilities and monopolized the
rule. This consequently led to the spread of a state of popular discontent and
anger in order to achieve social justice and improve the people's economic
conditions; leading in turn to the emergence of a number of attempts at political
and economic reform by Dracon and then by Solon, who is considered the
founder of the Oligarchic system of government during the first half of the sixth
century B.C. Solon could also reconcile the rich and the poor through a set of
legislations, which encouraged some people to call him the conciliator Archon.
Because he was capable to calm down the situation between the rich and the
poor and dilute the issue of the disadvantaged classes by enacting a set of laws
that we can describe as being nothing but sedatives and alleviators for the state
of the societal anger. Solon soon left Athens until the people returned with all
their segments to what they were in terms of conflict and rivalry, and they
abounded bickering, which contributed to the division of the Athenians into
three warring parties, the first: the Simplex Party, which included the puritans of
the aristocracy. The second: is the Coast party, which included the owners of
the middle class of merchants and craftsmen, and they represented the new rich
class. The third: is the Mountain Party, which included the poor of the public
among the patrons.

Keywords: Hoplites - Seisachtheia -Thetes - Boule - Areiospagos - Heliaea.
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