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Abstract:

Egypt was in bad need and urgent necessity of Arming, especially after the
revolution of 23™ July 1952, to counter the dangers surrounding it from many
quarters, most recently the Israeli raid on Gaza in February 1955. Egypt has resorted
to the traditional sources of arms, namely the United States and Western countries.
The leaders of the revolution did not despair at first of obtaining weapons from the
West and with the method of procrastination and postponement and setting the
conditions of obstruction in exchange for Egypt's acquisition of weapons, Egypt
resorted to a new and unexpected source from the West, namely the Soviet Union and
the countries of the Eastern Bloc. Indeed, China mediated through its Prime Minister
"Xuin Lai" to the Soviet Union in order to provide Egypt with the modern and
sophisticated weapons it needs to the strike a military balance in the Middle East.
Indeed, the first arms deal negotiations between Egypt and the Soviet Union began on
12 April 1955, the Soviet Union has already decided to supply arms to Egypt through
Czechoslovakia, and On 12 September 1955, after a meeting of the Central Committee
of the Soviet Communist Party, an arms deal with the Czechoslovaks was signed in
Prague. On September 27, President Nasser officially announced the deal; The Czech
arms deal caused a major blow to Western countries, where For the first time in
modern Middle East history, the West's monopoly on arms and other sources of
armaments were broken, and it was a shock to the United States and Western
countries. The West met that deal with great resentment and rejection, but to no avail.
Egypt did not not back down from what it did began in a new phase of its foreign
policy, namely, to go to the eastern bloc and improve relations with it, and became a
foothold in the Middle East.

Key words :Arms Deal, Non-Aligned and Neutral Countries, Baghdad Pact,
Bandung Conference, the Eastern Bloc, the Western Bloc
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